§1466.30

Chief. Grant awards will be made by
the NRCS National Office after selec-
tion of the grantees is made and after
the grantee agrees to the terms and
conditions of the NRCS Grant docu-
ment.

(h) State component. (1) At the discre-
tion of the Chief, each State Conserva-
tionist has the option of implementing
a State-level CIG component. A State
program will follow the requirements
of this section, except for those fea-
tures described in this paragraph (h).

(2) Funding availability, application,
and submission information for State
competitions will be announced
through public notices (and on the
State NRCS Web site), separately from
the national program. The State com-
ponent will emphasize projects that
cover limited geographic areas, includ-
ing individual farms, multi-county
areas, or small watersheds.

(3) The State Conservationist will de-
termine the funding level for the
grants competition, with individual
grants not to exceed $75,000.

(4) The State Conservationist may
choose to adhere to the CIG national
natural resource concerns, or may se-
lect a subset of those concerns that
more closely match the natural re-
source concerns in his or her State.

(5) Applications will be scored by the
State Technical Committee, or a sub-
committee thereof, based on the na-
tional Criteria for Proposal Evaluation
published in the CIG RFP. Scored ap-
plications will be forwarded to the
State Conservationist, who will make
the award selections.

(6) In addition to abiding by the in-
kind contribution exception for Lim-
ited Resource and Beginning Farmers
and Ranchers, and Indian Tribes in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, the
State Conservationist in each partici-
pating State will determine if and how
to provide additional special consider-
ation to underserved groups.

(i) Grant agreement. The CCC, through
NRCS, will use a grant agreement with
selected grantees to document partici-
pation in CIG.

(J) Patents and inventions. Allocation
of rights to patents and inventions
shall be in accordance with USDA reg-
ulation 7 CFR 3019.36. This regulation
provides that small businesses nor-
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mally may retain the principal world-
wide patent rights to any invention de-
veloped with USDA support. In accord-
ance with 7 CFR 3019.2, this provision
will also apply to commercial organiza-
tions for the purposes of CIG. USDA re-
ceives a royalty-free license for Fed-
eral Government use, reserves the
right to require the patentee to license
others in certain circumstances, and
requires that anyone exclusively li-
censed to sell the invention in the
United States must normally manufac-
ture it domestically.

(k) Violations. A person found in vio-
lation of this section is subject to the
provisions contained in 7 CFR part 3015
and related Departmental regulations.
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Subpart C—General
Administration

§1466.30 Appeals.

A participant may obtain adminis-
trative review of an adverse decision
under EQIP in accordance with 7 CFR
parts 11 and 614. Determination in mat-
ters of general applicability, such as
payment rates, payment limits, and
cost-share percentages, the designation
of identified priority natural resource
concerns, and eligible conservation
practices are not subject to appeal.

§1466.31 Compliance with regulatory
measures.

Participants who carry out conserva-
tion practices shall be responsible for
obtaining the authorities, rights, ease-
ments, or other approvals necessary for
the implementation, operation, and
maintenance of the conservation prac-
tices in keeping with applicable laws
and regulations. Participants shall be
responsible for compliance with all
laws and for all effects or actions re-
sulting from the participant’s perform-
ance under the contract.

§1466.32 Access to operating unit.

Any authorized NRCS representative
shall have the right to enter an oper-
ating unit or tract for the purpose of
ascertaining the accuracy of any rep-
resentations made in a contract or in
anticipation of entering a contract, as
to the performance of the terms and
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